
October Bulletin 
 
 
Dear Parent/ Guardian, 
 
It certainly has been a challenging half-term but the school community in 
Ardscoil Mhuire have faced this challenge with great collegiality and 
determination. We established routines and fine-tuned safe logistical routines 
in the month of September. In October we have worked together to broaden 
our offering for students, allowing them opportunities to experience some 
practical offerings in a safe and controlled way. Once again, we must extend 
sincere thanks to all our students and staff for their compliance and hard work 
over the last few weeks.  
 
We began the month of October with a visit from the HSE Inoculations 
Department, to facilitate the HPV Vaccine for first year students. This went well 
and we were delighted to be in a position to facilitate this important vaccine 
programme for our students.  
 
Our 7A class have been very busy this month. They have a number of activities 
on the go, outside of their day-to-day learning activities. They have completed 
a virtual activity challenge which required them to walk (virtually) to Salthill and 
back. They have also decorated their room with a Halloween theme. They 
concluded the month by organising a Pink Day to raise almost €900 for the 
Irish Cancer Society and Cancer Care West. This included a coffee morning 
and a pink day. The school was decorated with balloons and streamers and it 
certainly brought a bit of colour to the dull October days.  
 
Well done to our LCA students who have been working hard to complete their 
key tasks and assignments. We have introduced the Student of the Month 
award this year. Well done to Saoirse Boden and Rachel Benadie who have 
won this award in October.  
 
Unfortunately, we cannot hold an Open Day this year. Instead we have put 
together a Virtual Open Day video. This video is available on our Social Media 
Platforms and highlights the many positive aspects of our school. It gives 
prospective students a feel for what they can expect when they join us in 
September 2021. We have distributed packs to all our feeder schools over the 
past week. Our enrolment policy has changed this year and as a result the 
procedure for enrolment has changed in line with the new Admissions Bill. 
Please note that all applications for enrolment should be returned in hard or 
soft copy before 12th November.  
 
The Leaving Certificate Geography students completed their Field Study last 
week. They completed a coastal study examining the geographical effects of 
tidal flow. We are delighted that students were able to complete this important 
project as the accompanying project is worth 20% of their final grade. Thanks 
to our geography department who put a great deal of effort and preparation 
into ensuring that this project could be completed safely. 



 
Congratulations to the fifth-year students who received their Gaisce medals 
recently. Working closely with Ms Slattery, these students completed 
numerous tasks and activities to achieve this prestigious award. It is a very 
valuable addition to their CV’s and develops skills and competencies that will 
benefit the students throughout their lives.  
 
Our new Board of Management is now in place. Sincere thanks to all those 
who served on the previous board (2017-2020). It is a very important role that 
supports and assists in the development of our school. The new board is made 
up of Gerry Doherty (Chairperson), Breda Conneely (Trustee Nominee), 
Pauline Finnerty (Trustee Nominee), Carmel Dillon (Trustee Nominee), Sabina 
Fahy-Reynolds (Parent Nominee), Mike Tully (Parent Nominee), Thelma 
Joyce (Teacher Nominee) and Angela Cusack (Teacher Nominee). 
 
Over the coming weeks we will be electing a new Parents’ Association in 
Ardscoil Mhuire. As with the Board of Management, this is an extremely 
important committee which shapes and directs the development of our school. 
It is imperative that the strong tradition of parental involvement continues in 
Ardscoil Mhuire. I encourage all parents to get involved.  
 
Our CBA schedule is now in place for 2nd and 3rd Year students. These 
assessments are an important part of your child’s journey towards the Junior 
Cycle. We also look forward to our Term 1 Assessments in Late November 
and Early December. Our 6th Years will complete their ‘Pre-Mocks’ during the 
week of 24th November whilst the remainder of the school community will do 
their Christmas Assessments during the week of 1st December. These 
assessments are very important, especially in light of the time missed at the 
end of last year. 
 
The newly elected Student Council organised a very successful Halloween 
Fancy Dress Day to conclude our half-term. Each class selected a theme and 
dressed up accordingly. From Mrs Bo Peep and her Sheep to the Hippie Crew, 
the school was filled with laughs and good humour. Well done to the Student 
Council who raised over €600 for local charities.  
 
Finally, as we reach the end of our first half-term, I wish each and every one 
of you a happy and health mid-term break. We are at a critical point in our fight 
against Covid-19 and need to respect the guidelines in place. This is necessary 
to keep our schools open safely. Stay Safe! 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
______________________ 
Mr Pauric Hanlon 
Principal 
 
 


